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SUBJECT :MEETING WITH PRIME MINISTER VORSTER 

1 . I WOULD LIKE YOU TO MEET AS SOON AS POSSIBLE WITH 
PRIME MINISTER VORSTER TO DISCUSS FURTHER MY MARCH 23 CON- 
VERSATION WITH FOREIGN MINISTER BOTHA ABOUT SENDING AN 
EMISSARY TO MEET WITH THE PRIME MINISTER. I LOOK FORWARD 
TO LEARNING VORSTER'S REACTIONS TO THE FOLLOWING POINTS 
WHICH I WOULD LIKE YOU TO CONVEY TO VORSTER FROM ME: 

2. I HAVE LEARNED OF THE PRELIMINARY SOUTH AFRICAN RE- 
ACTIONS TO UK FOREIGN SECRETARY OWEN'S VISIT REGARDING 
SOUTHERN RHODESIA, AND TO THE WESTERN DEMARCHE ON NAMIBIA. 

THE UNITED STATES SUPPORTS THESE INITIATIVES. WE ARE PRE- 
PARED TO PLAY A ROLE IN A CONSTITUTIONAL CONFERENCE ON SOU- 
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THERN RHODESIA, AND BELIEVE THAT THE FRAMEWORK ADVANCED 
ON NAMIBIA - UN SECURITY RESOLUTION 385 - OFFERS THE 
BEST BASIS FOR RESOLVING THAT QUESTION PEACEFULLY, AND IN A 
MANNER ACCEPTABLE INTERNATIONALLY AND INTERNALLY. 

3. I BELIEVE THAT IT COULD BE MUTUALLY PROFITABLE FOR 

A U.S. EMISSARY TO HAVE A FULL AND CANDID EXCHANGE OF VIEWS 
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WITH VORSTER ON SOUTHERN RHODESIA, NAMIBIA, AND THE FUTURE 
POLITICAL EVOLUTION OF SOUTH AFRICA, ALL QUESTIONS FOR 
WHICH PRIME MINISTER VORSTER HAS AN IMPORTANT RESPONSIBI- 
LITY. MY EMISSARY WOULD SET FORTH OUR POSITION CONCERNING 
THE NEED FOR PROGRESS ON ALL THREE MATTERS, AND OUR BELIEF 
THAT U.S. RELATIONS WITH SOUTH AFRICA ARE APPROACHING 
A WATERSHED. 

4. PROGRESS ON THESE ISSUES WILL ALLOW US TO BUILD THE 
KIND OF POSITIVE RELATIONSHIP WE WOULD LIKE TO SEE BETWEEN 
OUR TWO GOVERNMENTS. 

5. IF REAL PROGRESS CAN BE MADE AT SUCH A MEETING, I AM 
PREPARED TO HAVE A HIGH-LEVEL EMISSARY, CONCEIVABLY VICE 
PRESIDENT MONDALE, MEET WITH VORSTER. 

6. SHOULD, ON THE OTHER HAND, IT BE UNLIKELY THAT A MEET- 
ING AT THIS TIME WILL PRODUCE SIGNIFICANT RESULTS, IT 
MIGHT, QUITE FRANKLY, BE PREFERABLE TO AWAIT A MORE 
PROPITIOUS MOMENT, AND CONTINUE OUR CONTACTS THROUGH 
NORMAL DIPLOMATIC CHANNELS. 

7. I WOULD APPRECIATE IT IF HE WOULD CONVEY HIS OWN 
CANDID VIEWS TO ME THROUGH YOU. VORSTER MAY ALSO WISH 
TO USE THIS OCCASION TO GIVE YOU THE ASSESSMENT OF THE 
SITUATION IN SOUTHER AFRICA WHICH FOREIGN MINISTER BOTHA 
TOLD ME HIS GOVERNMENT WOULD BE PREPARING FOR US. 

SECRET 

SECRET 

PAGE 03 STATE 085992 

8. FOR AMBASSADOR BOWDLER: SHOULD VORSTER RAISE THE 
QUESTION OF WHERE A MEETING WOULD BE HELD, YOU SHOULD 
REPLY THAT THE PLACE WOULD BE WORKED OUT DEPENDING UPON 
CIRCUMSTANCES EXISTING AT THE TIME. SHOULD HE SPECIFICALLY 
MENTION MEETING IN SOUTH AFRICA, YOU SHOULD SAY THAT THIS 

IS NOT EXCLUDED, BUT WOULD DEPEND UPON WHETHER SIGNIFICANT 
CONCRETE DEVELOPMENTS COULD BE ACHIEVED, POINTING OUT THAT 
THIS WOULD BE NEEDED IN ORDER TO PRESENT A POSITIVE FRAME- 
WORK FOR THE CONTACTS WITH SOUTH AFRICANS OF DIFFERENT 
RACES AND POLITICAL BELIEFS WHICH A HIGH-LEVEL EMISSARY 
WOULD HAVE TO HAVE DURING A VISIT TO SOUTH AFRICA. BEST 
REGARDS. 

CHRISTOPHER 


SECRET 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: POLITICAL SETTLEMENT, DIPLOMATIC DISCUSSIONS, NEGOTIATIONS, CAT-C 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 16-Apr-1977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977STATE085992 
Document Source: CORE 
Document Unique ID: 00 
Drafter: ZBRZEZINSKI 

Enclosure: EYES ONLY FOR AMB BOWDLER AT OOB FROM THE PRESIDENT 
Executive Order: GS 
Errors: N/A 
Expiration: 

Film Number: P840086-0022, N770002-0607 

Format: TEL 
From: STATE 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t19770449/aaaabqup.tel 

Line Count: 110 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 

Message ID: 51d7cba3-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 

Office: ORIGIN NODS 

Original Classification: SECRET 

Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 

Original Previous Handling Restrictions: NODIS, ONLY 

Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: SECRET 
Previous Handling Restrictions: NODIS, ONLY 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 04-Apr-2005 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 2783327 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: MEETING WITH PRIME MINISTER VORSTER 
TAGS: PFOR, PDEV, US, SF, (VORSTER, BALTHAZAR J) 

To: CAPE TOWN WHITE HOUSE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/51d7cba3-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



